
HISTORY OF CONSULTATIONS 
ON THE OLD PORT OF  
MONTRÉAL
Public consultations on the Old Port of Montréal: 1984-86
Between 1984 and 1986, public consultations on the future of the Old Port  
were conducted by an Advisory Committee. The consultations culminated in  
the publication of a final report in 1986, which contained eight guiding principles  
on the future of the Old Port as follows:

•  The Old Port’s development  
is consistent with and complements 
those efforts being made for  
the City’s downtown sector and  
historic district;

•  The site will be developed gradually 
based on a coherent master plan;

•  All development work must reflect 
the community’s real needs; 

•  The significant archeological relics 
must be showcased when develop-
ment work is carried out on the site;

•  Development work must protect  
the exceptional views of the  
St. Lawrence River and de la  
Commune Street;

•  People must enjoy free and safe 
access to the site;

•  The various levels of government 
should take part in planning and 
managing the development work;

•  The land occupied by the Old Port 
must remain under the responsibility 
of the public authorities. 

The impact of the Old Port redevelopment on adjacent sectors of Old Montreal, 
which was in decline during this period due to the displacement of the business 
district, was a major concern in the information and synthesis document 
produced during these consultations. Today, it is recognized that the attractive-
ness of the Old Port has a positive impact on Old Montreal, in terms of tourism 
and economic benefits.  

To consult the advisory committee’s final report (French version only), Rapport 
final, Consultation publique - Le Vieux-Port de Montréal, Mai 1986, follow the link: 
http://planoldport.com.engagementhq.com/consultation/documents

http://planoldport.com.engagementhq.com/consultation/documents


Public consultations on the future of Old Montréal: 2013   
In 2013, consultations on the future of Old Montréal, including the territory 
of the Old Port, were conducted by the Office de consultation publique de 
 Montréal (OCPM). The consultations resulted in the City of Montréal developing 
the Old Montréal Protection and Enhancement Plan, which contains the  
following guidelines for the development of the Old Port:

1.  Improve urban living conditions and facilitate public access to the waterfront

•  Everyone must be able to access the Old Port site and move through it easily 
and freely;

•  Any development must preserve or enhance the exceptional views of the 
site, the water and the city;

•  Any development must reflect the real collective needs for which the site is 
particularly appropriate.

2. Safeguard and promote Canada’s cultural heritage

The significant historical, maritime and port vestiges of the past at the  
Old-Port must be given their proper importance.

3. Contribute to economic development

•  Ensure that the development of the Old Port complements that of an  
expanding downtown sector;

•  Encourage the participation of the various levels of Government in the  
planning and management of its development.

To consult the Plan de protection et de Mise en valeur – Vieux Montréal, Ville 
de Montréal, Direction de la culture du patrimoine, Division du patrimoine, 
Octobre 2013 (French version only) follow the link: http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/
pls/portal/docs/page/patrimoine_urbain_fr/media/documents/ville_mtl_
plan_de_protection.pdf

•  

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/pls/portal/docs/page/patrimoine_urbain_fr/media/documents/ville_mtl_plan_de_protection.pdf
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